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PERSPECTIVE COMICS IN 

NON-COLLECTORS NEED NOT REVIEW 

By GERARD JONES 


STRAIGHT TO 
HECK WITH TY 

AN INFERNAL INTERVIEW WITH 
TY TEMPLETON 

by KIM THOMPSON 


AMAZING 

READERS 

TRIBUTE TO KIRBY, A SWAN 
CONTROVERSY, AND MORE. 


HONOR AMONG 
. . .THIEVES? 

A HISTORY OF THE SECRET 
SOCIETY OF SUPER-VILLAINS 

by GREG GILDERSLEEVE 


INFORMATION 

CENTER 

FOUR-COLOR QUESTIONS 
GALORE 

OUR COVER: Nudity, religion, 

spire to rnake this our sickest, most 
censorable cover to date. Go, Ty, go! 
Colors by Dale Crain; separations by 
Teresa Moore. Stig’s Inferno © 1987 
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GOOD MOUSE ART 


DITKO: AN 
OVERVIEW 

HIS PHILOSOPHY EXAMINED 

by RODNEY SCHROETER 


54 

THE DARK 
KNIGHT HIS¬ 
TORY OF THE 
DC UNIVERSE 

REMADE IN MILLER'S IMAGE 

by ANDY MANGELS 


SUBSCRIBE 


If you ve been —^ . 

searching for the most 
exciting and informative 
magazine about comics on the 
stands, look no further— 
you’ve found it! nJV~ 
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Non- 

For a long time I was starting to 

have bought that had the characters 
just standing around talking about 
what has happened for the past few 

Collectors 

lights up with a comment to those 
around about how it is a disguisting 

years. During Secret Wars, which I 
did not buy, so many of the titles 
would do no more than recap what 

Need Not 

going to the comic shop on Monday 
to pick up my weekly supply of 

had happened in other titles and gave 

Read 

Then “Meanwhile" Deluxe DC 
column by Mike W. Barr struck a 
note. It talked about all the fans at 

speeches and issue-long recaps of 
“My, look at all that has happened 

comic book an decorating 

to buy what he called The Big Series 
even though they hated it. The 
people told him they “had” to buy 

every panel seems to carry an irrele- 

leagues. As a college professor. I 

acters in other titles. They had to 
keep up their collections. The Big 

something in a back issue or some 

such things. Of couise, some faculty 
try to rationalize their passion for 
comic books, soap operas, or The 

Series was a big seller because it was 
the ultimate cross-over. Writing was 
irrelevant. The fans had to buy it to 

situation would have been different 
if the character was the same as he 

A-Team by saying they study pop 

know what was going on in all the 

Plot, dialogue, and art are often 


collectors made such comics desir¬ 
able to the publishing companies by 

turn, ate slaves to expositions of past 

comic collector?” they ask. 

ly, I seem to be reading more and 

making the title a big seller. How¬ 
ever, on the same page as his col¬ 
umn, there was the "Deluxe DC 
Checklist,” listing History of the DC 
Universe #1 and noting that “No col- 

comic to reread. There is nothing to 
read in the first place. You can get 
it all in a scan at the magazine rack. 
Everyone bought Secret Wirs I 

the complete story line. (Does this 
prove I am not a collector?) 1 have 
not felt like getting anything bound 

lection is complete without this 
one.” Maybe it will be well-written 
and drawn (I have not seen it yet), 
but such concerns will probably be 
irrelevant for sales. 

and II regardless of what they 
thought about the writing or art 
simply because they wished to keep 
up on some character included in its 
magical penumbra. This is writing 

series on shelves, organized by title 

and the art is almost irrelevant. All 

tegy is probably good for sales, 
though I wonder if it discourages 


I have lost count of the comics I 

readers. 

There are exceptions to these non¬ 
story, fen-oriented comics and they 

dislike, but rather corporate story¬ 
telling. Some series I like to read 


and reread—titles that a person can 
get into without buying and 

exercycie because f want to be able 

buying. When the author or artist 
leaves a series, so will I. No more 
X-Men, X-Kids and Ex-X-Men that 

1 have kept buying this long only 
from intertia. I am not a collector; 

I am not a fan. The rest of you m^ 
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GARDNER FOX: 1911-1986 


lat GARDNER FOX, best known f 
and Silver Age DC characters (me 
1, Dr. Fate, the JSA and the JLA, a 
iber 24, 1986. Amazing Heroes #1 


Eclipse notes: Captain EO in 3-D 


FIVE DECADES OF ALL-STAR: 
The Independent Comics Group’s 
DC Index series finally delves into 
the Golden Age with its upcoming 
complete listing of All-Star Comics. 
The bi-monthly index, compiled by 
MURRAY WARD, will run all the 
way from 1940’s All-Star through 
last year's The Last Days of the 
Justice Society. As usual. Eclipse 
will be distributing the series, which 
premieres in February. 

Elite cancels 
Epsilon Wave, 
Delays NIghtwolf 

Due to low sales. Elite Comics’ 
flagship title. Epsilon Wiaive, has been 
cancelled. The last issue will be \6\. 
11, IfZ (slated for February release). 



NOW’S Syphons 
optioned for 
movie series 

NOW Comics publisher TONY 
CAPUTO^^has announced that 


Ex-Mutants to 
appear as book 

Amazing Comics is releasing a full- 
color $12.95 trade paperback 
reprinting the first four issues of Ex- 
Mutants in full color. The volume, 
written and illustrated by DAVID 
LAWRENCE, RON LIM, and TIM 
DZON, will ship in March. 

March also features the premiere 
of Amazing’s Videoisms 
(RICHARD MARCEJ’s “voyage 
through the video zone,” which 
previously appeared as an interna¬ 
tionally syndicated comic strip) and 
Mr. Doom (a tribute to the pulps that 
satirizes the Shadow, among others, 
by PAUL CURTIS and GARY 
HARDMAN). Each is $1.95 for 32 
black-and-white pages. • 


Video fanzine 
tours Timothy 
IVuman’s studio 


Seadragon, beginning in issue ^ 


Elite is also postponing i 
Nightwolf series, originally schet 
uled for January release, due to ar 
ist BUTCH BURCH.AM's scheduli 



JULIUS SCHWARTZ and KEVIN 
EASTMAN, as well as TERRY 
BEATTY and MAX ALLAN COL 
LINS; and a visit to the Mid-Ohic 


TOTLEBEN. TONY ISABELLA 
CHUCK DIXON, and Collins. 

Both #2 and « are available fron 
ComiesVision, P.O. Box 7113, Hun 
tington, WV 25775. (Specify VH5 
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■ THE HOW TO DRAW 
ROBOTECH BOOK #1 
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COMING 


□ TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA 
TURTLES #10 

Story/Art.Eastman & Lairtl 


rj THE ADVENTURES OF 
THEOWN #3 


I Tower of Peril #1, The Sllverwolf Com¬ 
ic Talent Search #1, Stech #2, TNeves 


C ULTRA KLUTZ #8 

Horace Trimp, agent of continuity. 
Stoty/Art.• Nicholson 
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Volume 2 of the 
EARLY DAYS OF THE KfQGHTSI 

Volume 2 of the early adventures of the 
Knights! This is your chance to find out the 
history of the #1 Super Team of the South! See 
Serpent’s first appearance and the beginning of 
her interest in Dragon. Learn how Aramis 
Merrow came to the 20th century from the 18th. 
Meet Carl and Larry, the strangest assassins of 
all. Bonus! A new, nevei^before-published story 
that stars Carl and Larry — by popular demand! 

If you’ve never experienced the early adven¬ 
tures, this graphic novel is just what you need to 
bone up on Southern Knights history. And if 
you’re fortunate enough to have read these rare 
early issues, this collection makes it much 
easier to reread and refer to them (and you don’t 
have to handle your potentially valuable origin¬ 
al editions). And don’t forget the all-new Carl 
and Larry story you’ve been waiting for! 


€8 pages—graphic novel 
Only $4.95 


^17 


The Southern Knights find 
themselves in a world of 
sword-and-sorcery. 

A world filled with fear. 

A world ruled by evil, 

A world of tyranny—and yet a 
world with a prophecy: 

"When dragons return, the 
evil shall be driven out.” 

Story - HENRY VOGEL 
Art - PEPPERS & PROPST 
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STIG’S INFERNO 


CHATS ABOUT TV, 


KLAUS SCHOENE- 


VORTEX, CATS, 


nfemo shewed 




EMPLETON: Well, yeah, there 
ere, but the second one doesn’t 
mnt in my mind because Klaus 
it in Europe as an attempt to 
:t me angry. He went off to Europe 
1 vacation and came back with a 
ill issue of f^lvin Mace that he’d 
ritten by himself and handt^ it to 
ill to publish; they published it 
ithout mentioning my name on it 
lywhere even though I co-owned 
e copyright on the character and 
; was supposed to be my character 
\d I was supposed to write it. Klaus 
Id me later that he did it entirely 
^ause I’d done the first issue of 
ig’s on my own, so he did it to piss 
e off. Sadly, it was the last one he 
d, because then he went and had 
heart attack on Queen Street about 
kO weeks later. 

I don’t know if I should really go 
1 and on about him. I could go on 
)d on because I've known him so 


he was originally supposed to draw 






It really is a bit of a drag, because 
not only was he a magnificent art- 

dreadfully. In 1986, somebody de- 

the d^ my fiancee moved out of the 
house. BOOM! “Welcome to reali¬ 
ty, Ty!” BOOM! This also put a 
damper on me drawing Stig's Infer¬ 
no, which is probably why the first 



“(One) time we 
taped salad forks to 
a cat’s head for a 
Satanic ritual. We 
were trying to sum¬ 
mon a demon...” 

it to be. I think it could be funniei 
It was the first time I’d ever drawi 
a Stig's Inferno that I knew Klau 
wasn’t going to see, which was reall; 
odd. I mean, even though he and 




























unsuccessful New 


TEMPLETON: 










Looked ctiBookA 










Amazing Heroes 



HAVE OXCaVED OF bO 
MASMiFICeNT A TRAP 
you NEVER COULD RESiSr 
THE DA*ASeL N PISTRe5S. 


“[Neal Adams] sat 
down and my God, 
he was 17 feet high 
and had a halo!” 

immigrant. He’s not funny and y 
somehow he’s English. 

AH; Well, there must be plenty . 
other unfunny British people. 
TEMPLETON: Oh, I doubt i 
Most of the British people I kno 
personally are just funny by natur 

else going for them; they figure thi 

AH: True. It’s not like they can bn 
about the climate or the food or t) 
state of their Empire... 












The Silver Snail 


387 Queen Street 
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HERO HISTORY 


HONOR AMONG.. .THIEVES? 



by Greg Gildersleeve 


ment began I Sinestro out of sight, Camille trans- 
is. Captain forms herself into the new Star Sap- 
r. escaping phire. Sinestro is led by a butler 



ious visuals. It was hinted tha 
ecret Society’s line-up wouh 
perhaps could not) remain cons 
dth Copperhead’s quick dismi 
nd the fact that Shadow Thief 
ihed without explanation aftei 
lory. (Also, Catwoman was 


escription on page 9, but Coi 
tter noted that she had been ' 
;n out in between scripting and 
»g.) And who was the Secret 5 
y’s benefector and why did he 


Duping the Capta 




































rOf'T^r ifcasfls:; 













I any people commenting on 
Steve Ditko say his work of 


(I find Ditko’s scripting clumsy i 
mes. Some of the wording is awl 
'ard, as in Avenging Hbrld, fc 




Another 


complaint 


to everything tha 


work has spanned decades have been 
subject to critics claiming their work 
does not compare with their earlier 




5 a big plus.) 
i work of the ' 




Ditko paid careful attention to i 


backgrounds. Ditko used a fine 
feathering technique to shade ob¬ 
jects. He was adept at providing an 
eerie setting with mottled cobwebs, 


land where i 


i matter of opi- 


downhill 


origin, and old rotting buildings. He 
used his expertise at expressive 
anatomy (a term I first heard from 
Will Eisner) to enhance this effect. 

feces, with clenched teeth, mad star¬ 
ing eyes, tightly-wrinkled brows, and 
beads of dripping sweat. Besides the 


Whether or not you think Ditko'; 
'ork has declined will depend or 


Identifying the 


AN OVERVIEW 


by Rodney Schroeter 


February 
























































BY ANDY MANGELS 




















SHIPPING FEB. 13th 























mOC’S BOOKSHELF 



DON DOUGHERTY'S BLAST! IS PRAQICALLY INDISPENSABLE, 
scon S«AW!S URBAN GORILLA IN AMUSING STORIES 
- ..."CHFSOM RENEGADE.) 
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ATTENTION 
GLENWOOD RETAILERS 

A Nemo from Fantagraphics Books 

We are no longer supplying Glenwood Distributors with our books. 
Glenwood has been put on temporary hold until there is some 
indication that it is capable of bringing its account up to date. 

We offered to ship the books directly to you, the retail outlets 
being serviced by them, on a COD basis, and to turn your accounts 
back over to them when they were capable of paying us. We felt this 
would be in the best interests of everyone concerned: the publisher 
(Fantagraphics Books) would sell books we printed based upon 
Glenwood's order; the retail outlet (you) would be supplied with 
Fantagraphics Books comics; and Glenwood would indirectly be 
fulfilling its obligation to both publisher and retail account. 

But Glenwood has not been willing to give us the names of its 
accounts so that we could contact each of you personally. We are 
asking that any Glenwood account that would like to receive our 
books call us at the number below. As of January 26, we have the 
following books printed and ready to ship: 

AMAZING HEROES #109: S2.50 GOOD GIRLS #1 (by Carol 
LLOYD LLEWELLYN #5 (by Lay): $2.00 

Daniel Clowes) : $2.25 DINOSAUR REX #1 (color 

CONICS JOURNAL #113 (cover comic by Strnad/Nayo): $2.00 
by Kane and Crumb; inter- MYRON NOOSE #1 (by Bob 
view with Evanier): $2.95 Foster): $2.00 

LOVE AND ROCKETS BOOK 2 DOG BOY #2 (by Steve Lafler): 
HARDCOVER; $30.00 $1.75 

Within the next ten days, the following books are scheduled to ship 
(but not to Glenwood accounts): 

AMAZING HEROES #110 HONK! #4 (Interview with 

(Fallen Angels cover): $2.50 David Boswell): $2.75 

AMAZING HEROES #111 LOVE & ROCKETS #20: $2.25 

(Ty Templeton): $2.50 LOVE & ROCKETS BOOK 1 

CRITTERS #12 (Birthright (reprint): $10.95 

returns): $2.00 PARTICLE DREAMS #4: $2.25 

DOOMSDAY SQUAD #6 (Full- PRIME CUTS #2 (Gilbert 
color Byrne work): $2.00 Hernandez cover); $3.50 


FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS: (818) 706-7606. Ask for Rachel, please. 






Premiering in JANUARY: A fuli-coior 3-i88ue comedy-adventure eeriee 
from Fantagraphice Booke/Upehot Graphice 




FEATURE 

By 

William 

Messner- 


Dennis 

Fujitake 


1986 William Messner-Loebs and Dennis Fujitake 


SECOND 
















































